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. ¥ hat is it that made Jacob - not Abraham or Isaac or
Moses ~ the true father of the Jewish people? We are the “congrega-
tion of Jacob,” “the Children of Israel” Jacob/Israel is the man whose
name we bear. Yet Jacob did not begin the Jewish journey; Abraham
did. Jacob faced no trial like that of Isaac at the binding. He did not
lead the people out of Egypt or bring them the Torah. To be sure, all
(o his children stayed within the faith, unlike Abraham or Isaac. But that =
simply pushes the question back one level. Why did he succeed where L&9§ AR

Abraham and Isaac failed? ‘/Mu F
It-seems that the answer lies in Parashat Vayetzeh and Parashat W

Vayishlah. Jacob was the man whose greatest visions came to him when

' W\ he was alene at night, far from home, fleeing from one danger to the
next. In Parashat Vayetzeh, escaping from Esau, he stops and rests for
the night with only stones to lie on and has an epiphany:

He had a dream in which he saw a stairway resting on the earth,
with its top reaching to heaven, and the angels of God were
[(f ascending and descending on it.... When Jacob awoke from
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It is not the critic who counts; not the man who points out how
the strong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds could have
v done them better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually
marred by dust and sweat and blood;
who strives valiantly; who errs, who comes short again and again,
because there is no effort without error and shortcoming; but
who does actually strive to do the deeds; who knows great enthu-

siasms, great devotions; who spends himself in a worthy cause;

who at the best knows in the end the triumph of high a
ment, and who at the worst, if he fails, at least fails while daring
\ \greaﬂy, so that his place shail never be with those cold and timid

souls who neither know victory nor defeat.!

of Esau, the resentment of Laban, the
the early death of his beloved

— of his favourite son,

Jacob endured the rivalry
tension between his wives and children,
Rachel, and the loss - for twenty-two years
Joseph. He said to Pharaoh, “Few and evil have
(Gen. 47:9). Yet, on the way he “gncountered” angels, and whether they

were wrestling with him or climbing the ladder to heaven, they lit the
night with the aura of transcendence.

To try, to fall, to fear, and vet to
tobea leader. That was Jacob, the man who at
had his greatest visions of heaven.

keep going: that is what it takes
the lowest ebbs of his life
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